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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART I ADMINISTRATIVE LEGISLATION, OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLOOMFIELD, CHAPTER 60 ENTITLED “SPECIAL
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS,” ARTICLE I ENTITLED “BLOOMIFELD CENTER
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT” [Adopted 6-4-2001 by Ord. No. 01-12]

WHEREAS, the Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc., in cooperation with the
Township of Bloomfield, with the assistance of The Community Advocates
prepared a Business Plan outlining improvements to the Bloomfield’s Center
District of the Township of Bloomfield, dated November, 2000, detailing
recommendations for the improvement of the District which recognizes the benefit
from a unified management organization to oversee and coordinate planning and
implementation of improvements to the District; and

WHEREAS, said recommendations support. the results and

 recommendations found within the Bloomfield Center Area Study, dated May,

2000 developed by the Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc. and the Township of
Bloomfield in cooperation with New Jersey Transit and Bloomfield College; and

WHEREEAS, the Bloomfield Township Council regards the Bloomfield Center
District as an integral and vital economic and social force in the Township of
Bloomfield; and

WHEREAS, the continued vitality of the Bloomfield Center District is
important to the entire community; and

WHEREAS the Bloornf1eld Center Alliance, Inc. and the Township of |

Bloomfield have concluded that meeting the challenge of maintaining a healthy,
vital* commercial district can best be met by the continuation of a special
improvement district and the designation of a district management corporation to
manage the affalrs of the dlStl‘lCt and :

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Townsh1p of Bloomfleld deem it
desirable to maintain a Special Improvement District to encourage district
property and business owners to improve the district, make it possible for
members of the general and business community to support the revitalization of
the district and promote the commercial viability and attractiveness of the area,
and promote the economic development of the district; and

“WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Bloomfield by
Ordinance adopted June 4, 2001 creating a Special Improvement District; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Bloomfield desires

- to modify and extend the term of the Special Improvement District Ordinance and

to re-designate the Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc. as the District Managernent
Corporation (DMC).of said district.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Township
of Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:56-67 et seq. as
follows: _

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purposes of this ordinance are to:

(a) foster the district’s economic development, encourage the district’s
revitalization and strengthen the district’s economic and commercial contributions

to residents and property owners of the Township of Bloomfleld (also referred to
as the “Township”)




(b) allow all those who live, work or invest in the district to contribute to the
improvement of the district.

(c) foster the building of a non-partisan prwate / pubhc partnership to implement
the improvement of Bloomfield Center. ~

(d) foster and create self-help programs to impr'ove'the local business climate.
SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

(a) Special Improvement District (also referred to as District or SID) means that
area within the Township of Bloomfield described by block and lot numbers and
street addresses as set forth in Schedule A and designated by this ordlnance asan
area in which a spec1a1 assessment on property within the District shall be -
1mposed for the purpose of promoting the economic and general welfare of the
District and the Township.

(b) District Mahagement Corporation (also referred to as DMC) means the

Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc., an entity incorporated pursuant to Title 15A of

the New ]ersey Statutes and designated by this ordinance to receive funds

‘collected by a special improvement assessment within the Special Improvement

District, as authorized by this ordinance and any amendatory supplementary
ordinances.

SECTION 3. FINDINGS.- co
The Council finds and declares that:

(a) Bloomfield Center of the Township of Bloomfield has special needs and
requires special services that can best be achleved through a private/ public
partnership implemented by a Special Improvement District {SID) and a District
Management Corporation (DMC).

(b) The continuation of a Special Improvement District and designation of a
District Management Corporation will promote econemic growth and implement,
foster and encourage commercial development business vitality, expansion and
self-help, and improve the business climate and otherwise act in the best interest
of the property owners in the District and in the best interest of the Township of
Bloomfield. ' :

(c) The area within the Townshlp of Bloomifield, as described by lot and block
numbers and by street addresses as set forth in Schedule A of this ordinance, will
benefit from being designated-as a Special Improvement District.

(d) A District Management Corporation will provide the administrative,
programming and other services to benefit the businesses, employees, residents
and consumers in the Special Improvement District and the District Management

Corporation will assist the Townshlp in promotmg economic growth, employment
and development.-

(e) A special assessment shall be imposed and collected by the Township with the
regular property tax payment or payment in lieu of taxes or otherwise; and that all
of these payments shall be transferred to the District Management Corporation to
effectuate the purpose of this ordihance and any amendatory and supplementary
statutes and to exercise the powers given to it by this ordinance. -




(f) It is in the best interests of the Township and the public to create a special
improvement district and to designate a District Management Corporation; except
that no District Management Corporation shall be designated to receive any funds
or to exercise any powers pursuant to the provisions of N.J. S. A. 40:56-67 et. seq.
and any amendatory or supplementary statutes, unless the board of directors of
that corporation shall include at least one member of the Municipal Council of the
Township of Bloomfield. '

' SECTION 4. CREATION OF THE DISTRICT APPLICABILITY

(a) There is hereby created; designated and continued within the Township of

' Bloomfield a Special Improvement District to be known as the Bloomfield Center
Special Improvement District consisting of properties designated and listed by tax
lot and block number and street addresses on Schedule A attached hereto. The
Special Improvement District shall be subject to special assessments on all affected
property within the district, which assessment shall be imposed by the Township
for the purposes of promoting the economic and general welfare of the District
and the Township. o : '

(b) All properties within the Special Improvement District, except as otherwise
noted in (¢), are deemed included in the assessing provisions of this ordinance and
are expressly subject to potential tax or assessment made for Special Improvement
District purposes. v ' '

(c) Only those properties within the Special Improvement District that are wholly
residential properties or multi-family apartment dwelling or tax-exempt as listed
by Tax Lot and Block number and street addresses on Schedule (B) attached hereto
are deemed excluded from the assessing or taxing provisions of this ordinance and
are expressly exempt from any assessment made for Special Improvement District
purpose. All commercial, industrial or mixed-use commercial properties are
hereby included in the assessment. '

SECTION 5. ASSESSMENTS -

(a) It is hereby determined that the operation and maintenance of the District may

-involve annual costs relating to services peculiar to the District that are
distinguished from operation and maintenance services normally provided by the
Township outside the District. Those annual costs shall be assessed or taxed to the
benefited properties or businesses pursuant to this ordinance and N.J. S. A. 40:56-
65 et. seq. The properties to be assessed or taxed to provide for the payment of
stch annual costs are described in Section 4 hereof, a

(b) Each-year, when the Council shall have acted on the estimated costs and/ or on
the budget of the District, the Tax Assessor shall prepare an assessment roll setting
forth separately the amounts to be specially assessed against the benefited and
asséssable properties in the District. Descriptions of such properties and the name
of the then current owners of such properties, so far as names are available, shall
be included in each annual assessment roll. The assessment’s roll, whenso
prepared, shall be filed in the Office of the Township Clerk and be there available
for inspection. The Council shall annually meet to consider objections to the -
amounts of such special assessments at least 10 days after a notice of hearing has
been published once in the official newspaper and mailed to the named owners of
all tracts, parcels and lots of property to be assessed. The notice shall set forth the
time and place of the meeting, and set forth the purpose of such meeting, but may
refer to the assessment roll for further particulars. When the Council shall have
approved the amounts of the special assessments set forth therein, or as may be




changed by it, the Township Clerk shall forthwith certify a copy of the assessment
roll with supplements to the ral to the Essex County Board of Taxation, '

in the Special Iinprovement District based upon the
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SECTION 6. THE DESIGNA
CORPORATION

'ED DISTRICT MANAGEMENT

(a) The non-profit corporation, the Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc., an entity

incorporated pursuant to N.J.S{A. 15A:1-1 et seq., is hereby designated as the

District Management Corporation for the District and designated by this

ordinance to receive funds colléct’ed'by a'special improvement assessment within

the Special Improvement District. This management corporation, in addition to

~ -acting as an advisory board to ’fhe Courcil, shall have all powers necessary and
requisite to effectuate the purpic')se of this ordinance and the District, including, but

not limited to:

(1) . Adopt bylaws for th regulatioh of its affairs and conduct of its business
and to prescribe rules, regulations and polices in connection with the
performance of its fjnction and duties;

'(2) Employ such persons as may be required, and to fix and pay their
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- Corporation;:
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nt for the exterior appearance of properties in
its or loans;

the
on of properties in the District;

habilitate, sell, lease or manage property in the

15 of any loan, grant, sale or lease made by the

t Corporation; - '

litation and other services to the District,
e provided normally by the municipality;

( 12)' _‘ Un_de‘ftéke improvéments designed to increase the safety or

attractiveness of the

EDistj:ict to businesses which may wish to locate




there or to visitors to the District, 1nc1ud1ng, but not limited to, 11tter
Cleanup and control, landscaping, parking areas and facilities,

~ recreational and rest areas and facilities, pursuant to pertinent’
regulations of the Townshlp of Bloomfield;

(13) Publicize the District and the busmesses included Withm the District
boundarles,

(14) Recruit new busmesses to fill vacancies in, and to balance the business
mix of, the District; '

(15) Advise the Mayor and Township Council in connection with the
~ acquisition and construction of improvements and the operation and
maintenance thereof in the Special Improvement District, and making of
~ a plan therefore and the recommendations, comments or requests of
members of the public and of owners and occupants of property
included W1th1n the Spec1a1 ImprOVement D1str1ct

(16) Advise the Parklng Authority of the TOWI‘]Shlp of Bloomfield regarding
" special parking arrangements for the District; such as meters, [ots,
bagging of meters (temporary or holiday), -

1w Provide temporary decorative lighting in the District;
(18). Ojjganiie special events in the District;

(19) Review all application, plans, specifications, etc. for the proposed
‘demohtlon, construction, or alteration of any and all exterior
improvements including signage to buildings and facades within the
Special Improvement District for the purpose of providing advice and
recommendations to those WlShll’lg to improve their properties.
Recommendations produced under this section will be forwarded to the
appropriate approving authority, namely the Township’s construction
code official, Planning Board or the- Zoning Board of Adjustment.

 (20) Advise the distribution and location of movable furniture, sculpture or
pedéstrian traffic control devices, landscapmg and other facilities not
otherwise located or f1xed by the pIans and specifications
(21) Review and approve signage and fagade zmprovements for the dtstrzct
' as promded in N.J.S.A.40:56-71" :

(22) TheSID will pr0V1de the lead in creatlng a unique identity such as
- seasonal spec1a1 events, Sidewalk Sales and Entertainment Programs

(b) In order to receive any funds or exercise any of the powers: gTanted herem, the
Board of Trustees of the Corporation shall include at least one member of the
governmg body of the mumc1pa11ty of the Townslup of Bloomfxeld

SECTION'7. MUNICIPAL POWERS RETAINED

(a) No'twithstanding the creation of 4 Sp_ee_ial Impr_ovem’ent District, the TOWnShip |
of Bloomfield expressly retains all its powers and authority over the area
designated as Wlthm the Special Improvement District.




i

%
(b) Nothmg contained herem shall be interpreted or construed to be a vacation, in
whole or in part of any municipal street or part thereof.

(c) The Dlstrlct Management Corporation shaII not make or enter into any
contracts for the improvement of any publicly owned or oPerated facility or
property within the Special Improvement District, nor adopt any regulation
relating to public property in such district unless the Council of the Township of
Bloomfield delegates to the Bloomfield Center Alliance, Inc by ordinance, the
contracting of work to be done on any street or streets or on any other municipal
property within the Special Improvement District prov1ded the District
Management Corporation, as the contracting unit, comphes with the New Jersey
- Local Public Contracts Law, Public Law 1971, Chapter 198 (C. 40A:11-1 et. seq.)
and provided the plans and spec1f1cat1ons for the work cdntracted shall be
approved by the municipal engineer and the Council, by riesolutlon prior to
initiation of any action for the awarding of a contract under the Local Public

Contracts law. 3
\

(d) The Dlstr1ct Management Corporatmn shall comply w1th all applicable
ordmances or regulatlons of the Townsh1p of Bloomﬁeld |

SECTION 8. FISCAL YEAR AND ANNUAL BUDGET 5

1
]

(a) The fisca'l' year of the District shall be the s_ame as the ﬂowmhp.

(b) The District Management Corporatlon shall submit a detalled annual budget
for the upcoming fiscal year by no later than December 31st for approval by
‘ resolutlon by the Council.

(c) The budget shall be submitted with a report, Wthh explams how the budget
contributes to goals and objectives for the Special Improvement District. The
budget shall be reasonably itemized and shall include a summary of the

' categorres of cost properly chargeable as follows ;

(1) The amount of such costs to be charged agamst |the general funds of the
Townsh1p, if any,

(2) The amount of costs to be charged and assessed against properties

benefited in the District in proportion to benefits agamst properties in
 the District.

(3) The amount of costs, if any, to be specially taxed against propernes in
the District.

(d) The budget shall be mtroduced approved amended and adopted by
resolution passed by not less than a majority of the full membership of the
Municipal Council. The procedure shall be as follows:

(1). Introductlon and approval;

(2) Public advertising;

(3) Public hearing;

4) Amendments and pubhc hearlngs 1f requlred
5) Ad0pt10n

(e) The budget shall be introduced in writing at meeting of the Council. Approval
thereof shall constitute a first reading, which may be by title. Mayor and Council,




upon approval of the budget, shall fix the time and place for the holding of a
public hearing upon the budget

(£ The budget shall be advertised after approval. The advertisement shall contain
a copy of the budget and shall set forth the date, the time and place of the hearing.
It shall be published at least 10.days pr10r to the date fixed therefore in the official
‘newspaper of the Township.

() No budget shall be adopted until a public hearing has been held thereon and
all persons having an interest therein shall have been given an opportunity to

present objections. The hearing shall be held not less than 28 days after the
approval of the budget. :

(h) The public hearing shall be held at the time and place specified in the
advertisement thereof but may be ad]ourned from time to time until the hearing is
closed.

(i) The budget as advertised, shall be read at the public hearmg in full, or it may
be read by its title, if: -

(1)' At least one WEEk. prior to the date of the hearing a complete copy of the
approved budget, as advertised:

~ (a) Shall be posted in a public place where public notices are
customarlly posted in the municipal building;

(b) Is made available to each person requesting the same during that
Week and durmg the public hearmg, and :

(2) The Council shall, by Resolution pass by not less than a majority of the
full membership of the Municipal Council, determine that the budget
shall be read by its title and declare that the conditions set forth in this

-~ section (1) have been met. |

() After closing the hearmg, the governing body may adopt the budget by title,
without amendments, or may approve amendments, as provided in Section K,
before adoption.

(k) The governing body may amend the budget during or after the public hearing.
No amendment by the governing body shall be effective until the taxpayers
and all persons having an interest therein shall have been granted a public
hearmg thereon, if the amendment shall:

(1) Add a new item in an amount in excess of 1% of the total amount
stated in the approved budget, or

(2) Increase or decrease any item by more than 10%, or

(3) Increase the amount to be raised pursuant to Section 16 of Public
Law 1972, Chapter 134 (N.J.S.A. 40:56-80), or Section 19 of this
' amendatory and supplementary act by more than 5% unless the
same is made pursuant to an emergency temporary appropriations
~only
Notice of hearing on an amendment shall be advertised at least three
(3) days before the date set therefore The amendment shall be
published in full in the same manner as an original publication and
~shall be read in full at the hearmg and before adoption.




